4            A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION
reformers any solution that can be directly applied to the
numerous problems arising from the complicated organ-
ization and procedures of the present day, but we can, by
examining and analyzing the civilization and educational
thought of various periods, discover what was sought to be
accomplished and what factors led to success. Practical
solutions in education must constantly change as a study
of the individual reveals his physical, intellectual, and
social nature more completely and accurately, and ns
civilization continually readjusts its procedure to the
march of progress, but educational problems and purposes
persist from age to age and are controlled by the tsaino
underlying principles.
No subject will be found more valuable as a key to
understanding the present than the History of Education,
if we but interpret it as a means of connecting movements
in education with the purposes for which they are estate
lished. The features in the educational procedure of any
country or period came into existence as a means of solving
the problems that arose in seeking the outcomes thought
desirable by the people concerned. Every change was
made to overcome some difficulty in attaining an object
which at the time was felt to be important and was con-
sciously pursued by those who realized the need of chang-
ing. Hence the real function of the History of Education
should be to relate social practices to the purposes they
serve and thus to reveal what constitutes a successful
solution and enable us to improve our present procedure.
As Coursault has said;
The Hebrew ideal of the national worship of Jehovah; the emphasis*
of Athenian philosophers upon contemplation as the highest good;
the ^ Roman love of power in the practical world; the other-worldly
spirit of monasteries; the gallant dreams of chivalry; worths sought,